Predictive value of specimen histology after preoperative radiotherapy in the treatment of bulky/barrel carcinoma of the cervix.
One hundred thirty-four patients with bulky and barrel-shaped cervix cancers were treated with preoperative radiation to 40-45 Gy, intracavitary therapy using Cs-137 or Cf-252 and extrafascial total abdominal hysterectomy and bilateral salpingo-oophorectomy (TAHBSO) 4-6 weeks after radiotherapy. Outcome of therapy was traced for patients with residual tumor (positive) in the hysterectomy specimen and those who had no residual tumor (negative) in the specimens. All specimens were studied by a set protocol to carefully evaluate the TAHBSO specimen for gross or residual tumor. Ninety-two percent of the patients with negative specimens survived 5 years, but this dropped to 71% if the specimen was positive. These findings were observed in both the Cs-137- and Cf-252-treated patients. Patients with negative specimens failed mainly in distant sites, whereas those with positive specimens failed locally and distantly. Patient survival was less in patients with positive specimens. There was no difference in outcomes for adenocarcinoma and squamous cell carcinomas. The specimen histological findings have predictive value in patients treated with preoperative radiation and surgery.